Echocardiography and patient selection for cardiac resynchronization therapy: a critical appraisal.
Echocardiography has been the focus of growing interest for improving patient selection for cardiac resynchronization therapy in order to reduce the number of nonresponders. Various techniques have been described for assessing dyssynchrony, using standard echocardiography (pulsed-wave Doppler and M-mode echocardiography), tissue Doppler imaging, and other imaging modes such as three-dimensional echocardiography. This article provides an overview of the technical and practical aspects of these different techniques and discusses the current evidence for optimizing patient selection by echocardiography.